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I. Introduction

Hello! First of all let me introduce myself. My name is Kate. My surname is Stolyarova. I’m a pupil of the 8th form of Bol’shemurashkinskaya secondary comprehensive school.

And now I want to say some words about the aims of my work. 

First of all I want to say why I have chosen my research work in English. 

I have been studying English since the 2nd form. As for me I like it and I think that the English language is one of the most beautiful languages in the world. That’s why I’m going to work with foreign languages, especially English, in my future. More than that, I’m going to take English exam next year. I hope that my research work will help me to improve my English and to prepare for the exams.

So, it’s the first aim of my work.

My work is called “The British Royal Family”. I have chosen this topic because I want to learn more about the UK and its traditions.

Every nation and every country has its own customs and traditions. In Britain traditions play a more important part in the life of the people than in other countries. The British are proud of their traditions and carefully keep them up. And The British Royal Family is the most important tradition in the life of the country. 
As I have already said I learn English at school and to my mind it’s impossible to imagine studying a foreign language without the culture of the country. 
So, the second aim of my work is learning more about traditions of the UK, the British Royal Family. 

I hope that it well be very interesting to learn more new things about the Britain’s Monarchy.
II. The main part

Chapter 1. The system of government of the UK
The United Kingdom is governed within the framework of a constitutional monarchy, in which the Monarch is the head of state and the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom is the head of government.

In theory, the constitution has three branches:

 1. Parliament, which makes laws.

 2. Government, which puts the laws into effect.

 3. Law courts, which interpret the laws. Although the Queen is officially head of 

all three branches, she has little direct power.

Parliament has two parts: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. Members of the House of Commons are elected by the voters of 650 constituencies. They are known as MPs or Members of Parliament. The Prime Minister, or leader of the Government, is also a MP, usually the leader of the political party with the majority in the House of Commons.

The Prime Minister is advised by a Cabinet of about twenty other ministers. The Cabinet includes the ministers in charge of major government departments or ministries. Departments and ministries are run by civil servants, who are permanent officials. Even if the Government changes after an election, the same civil servants are employed.

Members of the House of Lords (peers) are not elected. About 70 per cent of them are “hereditary peers” because their fathers were peers before them. The other 30 per cent are “life peers”, whose titles are not passed on to their children. They are officially appointed by the Queen, on the advice of the government, for various services to the nation.
            Chapter 2. The head of the state
The British monarch (king or queen) is the head of state in the United Kingdom  and its overseas territories.Queen Elizabeth II is the head of state of the UK as well as of fifteen other independent Commonwealth countries. The monarch has "the right to be consulted, the right to encourage, and the right to warn".
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                            2.1 Her majesty the queen

The Queen is Head of State of the UK and 15 other Commonwealth realms. The elder daughter of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, she was born in 1926 and became Queen at the age of 25, and has reigned through more than five decades of enormous social change and development. The Queen is married to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and has four children and eight grandchildren.
The Queen was born on 21 April 1926 in London.She was the first child of The Duke and Duchess of York, who later became King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. She was christened Elizabeth Alexandra Mary.  At the time she stood third in line of succession to the throne after Edward, Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII), and her father, The Duke of York. But it was not expected that her father would become King, or that she would become Queen. The Princess spent her early years in London and at the country residences of her grandparents. When she was six years old her parents took over the Royal Lodge in Windsor Great Park as their own country house. She received her early education at home and, after her father succeeded to the throne, her studies were extended to include constitutional history and lawas preparation for her future role. She also studied art and music and learned to ride.
She began to take part in public life at an early age, making her first broadcast at the age of 14, when she delivered a message during the BBC’s children’s programme to the children of Britain and the Commonwealth. She undertook her first public engagement at 16 when, as Colonel of the Grenadier Guards, she inspected the regiment. In 1944 she became a Counsellor of State and for the first time exercised some of the functions of the Crown. Towards the end of the Second World War she served as an officer with the Auxiliary Territorial Service, reaching the rank of Junior Commander. 
After the war Princess Elizabeth’s public engagements increased and included travel throughout Britain. Her first official visit overseas took place in 1947 on a tour of South Africa. During the tour, on her twenty-first birthday, she made a broadcast dedicating herself to the service of the Commonwealth.
Later the same year Princess Elizabeth’s engagement to Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten – now Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh – was announced. Their wedding took place in Westminster Abbey on 20 November 1947. They celebrated their silver wedding anniversary in London in 1972, and their golden (fiftieth) wedding anniversary in 1997.  Their eldest child, Prince Charles, now Prince of Wales and Heir Apparent to the throne, was born in 1948. His sister, Princess Anne, now the Princess Royal, was born in 1950. The third child of the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Andrew, now the Duke of York, was born in 1960 and their fourth, Prince Edward, in 1964. The Queen now has six grandchildren.
Princess Elizabeth came to the throne on 6 February 1952 following the death of her father. Her coronation took place in Westminster Abbey on 2 June 1953. The coronation was the first to be broadcast on television throughout the world. In 1954 the Queen and the Duke undertook the first of numerous tours of the Commonwealth during her reign. The Queen and the Duke have also visited many countries overseas at the invitation of foreign heads of State. Normally the Queen undertakes at least two overseas tours each year. In 1977 the Queen’s Silver Jubilee was celebrated in Britain and throughout the Commonwealth. The Queen travelled some 90,000 km to take part in the celebrations with her people. Millions more shared the celebrations through television and radio. 
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                  2.2 The role of the queen in the UK
The Queen is Head of State in the United Kingdom. As a constitutional monarch, Her Majesty does not 'rule' the country, but fulfills important ceremonial and formal roles with respect to Government. In law she is:

· head of the executive

· an integral part of the legislature

· head of the judiciary

· commander-in-chief of all the armed forces of the Crown

· the “supreme governor” of the established Church of England
The British Monarch  can be seen as having two roles: Head of State, and 'Head of the Nation'.
 As Head of State, The Queen undertakes constitutional and representational duties. There are inward duties, with The Queen playing a part in State functions in Britain. Parliament must be opened, Orders in Council have to be approved, Acts of Parliament must be signed, and meetings with the Prime Minister must be held. There are also outward duties of State, when The Queen represents Britain to the rest of the world. For example, The Queen receives foreign ambassadors and high commissioners, entertains visiting Heads of State, and makes State visits overseas to other countries, in support of diplomatic and economic relations. 

As 'Head of Nation', The Queen's role is less formal, but no less important for the social and cultural functions it fulfils. By means of regular visits through every part of the United Kingdom, The Queen is able to act as a focus for national unity and identity. In addition, at times of national celebration or tragedy, The Queen publicly represents the nation's mood - for example, at annual commemoration of the war dead on Remembrance Sunday, or at celebrations for a national sporting victory. The Queen also has an essential role in providing a sense of stability and continuity in times of political and social change. The system of constitutional monarchy bridges the discontinuity of party politics. While political parties change constantly, the Sovereign continues as Head of State, providing a stable framework within which a government can introduce wide-ranging reforms. The Queen's role is to: 

· perform the ceremonial and official duties of Head of State, including representing Britain to the rest of the world; 

· provide a focus for national identity and unity;

· provide stability and continuity in times of change;

· recognise achievement and excellence; encourage public and voluntary service. 

In all these roles, The Queen is supported by members of the Royal Family, who carry out many of the engagements which Her Majesty cannot undertake in person.
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                Chapter 3. The current Royal Family
The British Royal Family is the group of close relatives of the monarch of the United Kingdom. The term is also commonly applied to the same group of people who are the relations of the monarch in her or his role as sovereign of any of the other Commonwealth realms, thus sometimes at variance with official national terms for the family. Members of the Royal Family belong to, either by birth or marriage, the House of Windsor, since 1917, when George V changed the name of the royal house from Saxe-Coburg and Gotha.
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                  3.1 Members of the Royal Family
                            The Duke of Edinburgh
The Duke of Edinburgh was born in Corfu on 10 June 1921, the son of Prince Andrew of Greece and his wife, the former Princess Alice of Battenberg. He is a great-great-grandchild of Queen Victoria. In 1947 Prince Philip renounced his royal title and became a British subject under his mother’s family name, Mountbatten. In 1957 the Queen granted him the style and dignity of a Prince of the United Kingdom who should in future be known as “The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh”. 

 The Dike plays an active part in national life, holding many service appointments and acting as president or patron of some 800 organizations. He is particularly interested in scientific and technological matters, the encouragement of sport, the welfare of young people and conservation and the environment. The Duke is, for example, Patron of the World Wide Fund for Nature. He has also set up and has been closely involved with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, a program of challenging leisure-time activities for young people. Over 2 million young people have taken part since 1956. The Duke is a keen sportsman, having played polo regularly until 1971. He was President of the International Equestrian Federation from 1964 to 1986. In 1973 he represented Britain at the European Four-in-Hand Driving Championships at the Royal Windsor Horse Show. He is Admiral of the Royal Yacht Squadron and has twice served as President of the Marylebone Cricket Club (the MCC). He has published a number of books, including selections from his speeches, and books on wildlife and conversation.                   
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                                The Prince of Wales 
The Prince of Wales is the Queen’s eldest son. He was born at Buckingham Palace on 14 November 1948 and christened Charles Philip Arthur George. On the accession of Queen Elizabeth in 1952 he became Heir Apparent and automatically received a number of titles. He was created Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester in 1958. On 29 July 1981 the Prince of Wales married Lady Diana Spencer at St Paul’s Cathedral. They had two children: Prince William, born on 21 June 1982, who is second in line of succession to the throne, and Prince Henry (Harry), born on 15 September 1984, who is third in line of succession to the throne. The marriage of the Prince and Princess of Wales was dissolved in August 1996. On 31 August 1997 the Princess of Wales was tragically killed in a car accident in Paris, and the Prince of Wales has made clear that an important priority for the next few years will be the care and upbringing of his sons.
On 10 February 2005, Clarence House announced that The Prince of Wales was to marry Mrs. Camilla Parker Bowles (HRH The Duchess of Cornwall). The wedding was a largely private occasion for family and friends and took place at the Guildhall in Windsor on 9 April 2005. 
While there is no established constitutional role for The Heir to the Throne, The Prince seeks, with the support of his wife The Duchess of Cornwall, to do all he can to make a difference for the better in the United Kingdom and internationally. The way in which His Royal Highness does so can, in simple terms, be divided into three parts:

1) Undertaking royal duties in support of The Queen. This involves Their Royal Highnesses supporting The Queen in her role as a focal point for national pride, unity and allegiance and in bringing people together across all sections of society, representing stability and continuity, highlighting achievement, and emphasizing the importance of service and the voluntary sector by encouragement and example.

2) Working as a charitable entrepreneur. For more than 30 years The Prince of Wales has been a leader in identifying charitable need and setting up and driving forward charities to meet it.

3) Promoting and protecting national traditions, virtues and excellence. The Prince of Wales, together with his wife The Duchess of Cornwall, seeks to promote and protect, through their work, the country’s enduring traditions, virtues and excellence.                         
                              The Duke of York 
The Queen’s second son, Andrew, Duke of York, was born on 19 February 1960 and christened Andrew Albert Christian Edward. He was known as Prince Andrew until his marriage to Miss Sarah Ferguson on 23 July 1986, when he has created Duke of York, Earl of Inverness and Baron Killyleagh. The Duke and Duchess have two children: Princess Beatrice of York, born in 1988; and Princess Eugenie of York, born in 1990. In March 1992 it was announced that the Duke and Duchess were to separate; they were divorced in May 1996. 
The Duke is patron, president or trustee of a number of organizations, including the National Maritime Museum, The Hearing Research Trust, Fight for Sight (which funds research into blindness) and the Jubilee Sailing Trust. He is Colonel-in-Chief of the Staffordshire Regiment and the Royal Irish Regiment, as well as Admiral of the Sea Cadet Corps.  

The Duke of York carries out a wide range of public duties in the UK and overseas. Some of his engagements are carried out in support of The Queen, representing the UK at official ceremonies and overseas. Others are connected to organizations with which The Duke of York is associated. He has links to more than 100 different organizations. In recent years the Duke has widened his range of interests, reflecting his concern for young people and for the promotion of the United Kingdom. These included becoming Chairman of the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children's campaign to end child cruelty (1999) - The Full Stop Campaign. The Duke has strong personal interest in the arts. In 2001 he was invited to take on the patronage of the English National Ballet. He has also been Patron of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra since 2003.
 As well as these patronages, the Duke has roles in education. He is the Visitor at Royal Hospital School Holbrook, the school that used to be housed in what is now the National Maritime Museum and Patron of the Academy being set up by Wellington College at Luggershall. The Duke also maintains very close links with 
his own educational establishments as Patron of Round Square (1990) and Trustee of Lakefield College School (1978). The Duke of York is passionate about enabling youth to fulfill their potential. Outward Bound aims to inspire young people to fulfill their potential through challenging outdoor activities, and to instill qualities of leadership in young people. In the same vein, His Royal Highness is also Patron of the British Schools Exploring Society and the Sea Cadets.
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                               The Prince Edward
Prince Edward, the Queen’s youngest son, was born on 10 March 1964 and was christened Edward Antony Richard Louis. Prince Edward and Miss Sophie Rhys-Jones were married at St George's Chapel, Windsor, on 19 June 1999. The Earl and Countess have two children: Lady Louise, who was born on 8 November 2003 and James, Viscount Severn, who was born on 17 December 2007. His Royal Highness was known as Prince Edward until his marriage, when he became The Earl of Wessex and Viscount Severn.

The Earl of Wessex carries out a full schedule of royal duties on behalf of The Queen. His Royal Highness is involved with 79 organizations and holds 8 military appointments. The Earl plays a very active role in The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award both as a UK and International Trustee, and as Chairman of the International Council, the operating authority which controls the program and standards in 140 countries. In 1999 he established the International Special Projects Group to provide a capital fund to broaden the reach of the Award by supporting young people at risk around the world. 
The Earl also has a strong personal interest in the Arts and is Patron of a number of organizations within this area. These include City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, London Mozart Players, Windsor Festival, Haddo House Choral and Operatic Society, Northern Ballet, National Youth Theatre of Great Britain, National Youth Orchestras of Scotland and The Orpheus Centre Trust.
 As well as these patronages, The Earl is associated with a number of sporting bodies. He is Vice Patron of the Commonwealth Games Federation and Patron of Paralympics GB. He also serves as Patron of Badminton Scotland, The Tennis and Rackets Association and The International Real Tennis Professionals Association. His Royal Highness is also President of the Sport and Recreation Alliance. 

His Royal Highness is Royal Honorary Colonel of the Royal Wessex Yeomanry and The London Regiment and meets servicemen and their families whenever possible. The Earl has an active role in his position as Colonel-in-Chief of the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment, Prince Edward Island Regiment and the Saskatchewan Dragoons, all of which are based in Canada.
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                              The Princess Royal

The Queen’s second child, Anne, Princess Royal, was born on 15 August 1950 and christened Anne Elizabeth Alice Louise. She was given the title Princess Royal by the Queen in June 1987. She was formerly married to Captain Mark Phillips. Their first child, Peter, was born in 1977 and their second child, Zara, in 1981. In December 1992 the Princess married Commander Timothy Laurence of the Royal Navy.
The Princess Royal has a wide range of public roles, and a very busy working schedule. The Princess Royal has represented Britain at the Olympic Games and is President of the British Olympic Association and a member of the International Olympic Committee. Among her many patronages and presidencies, the Princess Royal is Chancellor of London University and has been President of the Save the Children Fund since 1970, in connection with which she has undertaken extensive tours in many parts of the world. Her Royal Highness is associated with over 200 charities and organizations in an official capacity, to all of which she devotes a large part of her working life.

In addition to working for her charities, Her Royal Highness carries out up to three overseas tours each year for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in support of British interests overseas.
 She is Commander-in-Chief of the St John’s Ambulance Brigade, Chief Commandant for woman in the Royal Navy and Colonel-in-Chief of a number of regiments.
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                  Other members of the Royal Family
A number of other close relatives of the Queen play an active part in public life. They include her first cousins, the Dukes of Gloucester and of Kent and their wives; Prince and Princess Michael of Kent; and Princess Alexandra, the Hon. Lady Ogilvy. 
           3.2 The royal residences. Buckingham Palace
There are five occupied royal palaces: Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, St James’s Palace, Kensington Palace (excluding the State Apartments), and the Palace of Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh. The three unoccupied or ‘historic’ royal palaces, which are no longer used as residences by the Sovereign, are: the Tower of London, Hampton Court Palace and Kew Palace. The Queen also has private residences at Balmoral in the Scottish Highlands and Sandringham in Norfolk. 

                                 BUCKINGAM PALACE  

Buckingham Palace has been the London residence and office of British kings and queens since Queen Victoria acceded to the throne in 1837 and today is the administrative headquarters of the Monarch. Its 600 rooms and its grounds occupy the site of Buckingham House, built in 1703 by John Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham. King George III bought the house in 1762 as a town dwelling for Queen Charlotte, and they occupied it as a private residence.

The building of the present palace, started in 1825, was carried out to the designs of the architect John Nash, employed by King George IV.  

Buckingham Palace has 775 rooms. These include 19 State rooms, 52 Royal and guest bedrooms, 188 staff bedrooms, 92 offices and 78 bathrooms. The State apartments are in the west wing of the palace and are approached by the Grand Hall and Grand Staircase. The Ballroom, the largest of the apartments, was built for Queen Victoria in the 1850s; it is used for State banquets and investitures. The State apartments also include the Blue Drawing Room, the White Drawing Room, the Throne Room, the Music Room and the Picture Gallery. The last of these includes an important collection of seventeenth-century Dutch paintings, including works by Rembrandt, Van Dyck, Rubens, Frans Hals and Ruysdael. 

The east wing comprises mainly guest rooms, used on occasions such as State visits. It also includes the Balcony Room, the central window of which is used by the Royal Family to step on to the balcony on important occasions when crowds gather before the palace. The south wing of the palace contains the Queen’s Gallery which since 1962 has been open to the public, displaying works of art from the Royal Collection. Although Buckingham Palace is furnished and decorated with priceless works of art that form part of the Royal Collection, one of the major art collections in the world today. It is not an art gallery and nor is it a museum.
The Palace gardens cover some 18 hectares and comprise a lake, lawns and paths and a large variety of flowers and trees. In the Royal Mews, or stables, on the south side of the palace grounds, the coach houses, carriage horses and royal cars and carriages can be viewed by the public on certain afternoons each week.

Buckingham Palace is open to the public in August and September each year.
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               III. The research work
                             Questions to the pupils

To make sure if I was right choosing the topic I decided to do a research work among my classmates asking some questions to them. The questions were the following:

1. What is the Queen’s name of Great Britain?

2. Where does the Royal Family live? 

3. How many children does the Queen have? 

4. When did the Princess Diana die?

5. How old is the Queen?                  
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                      Summing up the results
	
	P1
	P2
	P3
	P4
	P5
	P6
	P7
	P8
	P9
	P10

	A1
	+
	+
	+
	Don’t know
	-
	Don’t know
	+
	+
	Don’t know
	+

	A2
	Don’t know
	-
	Don’t know
	Don’t know
	Don’t know
	-
	Don’t know
	Don’t know
	-
	Don’t know

	A3
	Don’t know
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	Don’t know
	-
	-
	-

	A4
	-
	Don’t know
	-
	-
	Don’t know
	-
	-
	Don’t know
	-
	Don’t know

	A5
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-


According to the results of my research work I can say that my classmates know little about the Royal Family. And my aim is to present my work to my classmates at the English lesson to give them more information on the topic. 

                      IV. Conclusion
In conclusion I want to say some words about the results of my work, if I have achieved the aims of my work.
First of all I want to say that it was not an easy work. I spent much time doing it. But I think that my English became rather better.
The main thing is that I have got knowledge about doing a research work. Besides I can say that my classmates know little about the Royal Family and I’m going to present my work to them. 

I’m very happy that I have done this work in English. It’s very important for me.
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